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The Saitobaru Tomb Group (a Soecial Historic Site). spreading
over a wide area 2.6 km east-west by 4.2 km north-south, Is among
the largest-scaled groups of anclent tombs (kofun) In the nation.
There are 31 keyhole-shaped mounds. 279 round and 1 sauare
mound, and subterranean chamber tombs showing the influence on
the one hand of the unique style of this tomb known for southern
Kyushu, together with that of simple passage tombs.

At the beginning of the Kofun period (the end of the 3™ to start
of the 4" centurles), chieftains of several powerful groups began

making tombs around the periphery of this tableland.
In the first half of the 5™

century, as if uniting all of these
groups, the tombs Osahozuka (the largest mound in the Japanese

archipelago in the shape of a scallop shell). and Messhozuka (the
largest keyhole-shaped mound in Kyushu) were bullt.

Over the period from 1912 to 1917, 30 tombs in this group were
excavated. Then preparation of the site as a historic park (Fudoki
no oka’) began in 1966, and through the cooperation of the
national, prefectural, and municipal governments together with

local citizens, the rich natural scenery and outstanding historic
landscape have been protected.

From the 1996 fiscal year, investigations and preparations of the

site for presentation to the public have been carried out to both
preserve and utilize this tomb group,
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https://youtu.be/948A5EAbB-o
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111 SIBEOBWEBHMIBIBICIL, HTXMNE (48) NEFELE T, BRI 31 (1956) FICHRRIH
BITESMEBIIBALKE (BHEEZERT IE) ZREPLBICEAIFTVLET, 111 SHAEIC
fESI2F|EERIE. COMTHAMNBDALEZISNTUVX LT, '
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The Burials of Mound #111

On the southern side of Mound #111, there is an
underground chamber designated as chamber #4.
This subterranean chamber was first discovered in
1956. The chamber sxtends 5 meters and was
tunneled and constructed beneath the mound
center. Initially it was believed that there were no
other burials located at Mound #111 other than
the underground chamber #4. '

As a result of excavations that were started in 2002, we discoyered three additional shallow burials

located on the top of the mound. - These three burials are overiapping on'top of each other, and
probably indicates that they were constructed at different times.

Metal armor, beads, ceramic earthenware pots called "Sueki", and unglazed earthenware bowls called
"Hajiki" were excavated from the earliest burials at the mound, Which is believed to have been
constructed at the beginning of the 6th century AD.
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~ Keyhole-shaped tumulus, which was built in the early Kofun Period ~

(e : M)

From 1998 to 2000, the tumulus survey, underground
radar survey and surface excavation were carried out.

The total length of the tumulus is 57.4 meters. Its
front part has a two-stage construction that is 26
meters in length and 17.3 meters in width. The round
part is 32.4 meters in diameter and has a three-stage
construction. From the round part the beginning of the
front part is extremely narrow and gradually widens
until the end. Its surface is covered with paving stones.
A burial pit whose diameter is approximately 11.5
meters has been found on top of the round part of the
tumulus. The tumulus is estimated to have been built
between the early to middle years of 4th century,
Judged by the characteristics of the Haji wares that
were excavated.

m Before the initial excavation, an underground radar survey
was conducted.

The survey detected a strong reflection approximately 1.8
meters below around the circular part of the tumulus that is
5-6 meters long and 2-3 meters wide. This reflection is thought
to have been used as a main burial spot.

The radar also detected another reflection, such as along the
tumulus and this may indicate the original shape of the
surrounding moat.

m Based on the excavation results, the preparation of the
tumulus was performed while leaving the original paving stones
on its surface between 2001 and 2002.

The tumulus and the surrounding moat have been covered by
soil and then a hardening treatment was applied. Some missing
parts of the paving stones have been remained in order to
preserve the original condition of the tumulus.

The expected purpose, which is to show the original condition
of the tumulus to visitors had been attained after 10 years from
the initial preparation of the site. Therefore, the tumulus has
been mounded with a clear stage structure and lawns were
planted on its surface as a further maintenance to preserve and
succeed the site. This aims to present the original features of
the tumulus as it was in ancient times.
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Mound No.101
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Shards of Haniwa Armor Breastplate Clay Sculpture Haniwa Armor Breastplate
Found at the South-Eastern Corner of Mound No.101. Clay Sculpture

E | DAL T, I D%

BELTLVSERS

Mound No.101 is one of two square burial mounds in the
Saitobaru Burial Mounds.

The excavations in 2015 and 2017 revealed that the mound has
had the haniwa clay sculptures very similar in variation and
arrangement to those found in mound No.171. These two
mounds were considered to have had a close relation when they
were built in the early 5th century.
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Restored Mound No.101
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https://youtu.be/oKOGd-Eq3yc
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video



https://youtu.be/LobGouXDx0s
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The First Group Saitobaru Ancient Burial Mounds

SEEEERNRN | XNE. SENSBOMNNICHRL. 91 BOEMHHEL
TVWET. NARPNAD>7E. AL 84 BEBD. WET2O0RKCIHONSEMRE

EFBOET.
ZTORNRERMOESH 'MW | XWCHHBLET .
1997 ~ 2014 FCREMEEREL. EENSANE

THMBWERS TR,
KRBT SAWESAD 1 DTHS 13 SR (4iERR¥E ). B 1 IWTHRXAARON

FRAMTEARBAICBIREBMEFD 46 SN (412K ). EENEANBRBRONS
#AROD 1 DTHS 202 S| (B : EW. 6EEHRE) SOWTHMERELE

Lk, /-, 284 Silli. FERRERVORBTH STMESBVEHRALEL .

1912~ 1917 FLBFOVRVOFENCFNREHS HBNEAWTRES 1.,

Explanation of the 1st group of burial mounds

There are 91 burial mounds located in the
southeastern part of the Saitobaru plateau.

Out of the 91 burial mounds, 84 are round burial
mounds and 7 are keyhole shaped burial mounds.
Each burial mounds has received a number, for

example #13 was constructed during the later half of
the 4th Century, where as #46 and #202(Himezuka)
were built around the end of the 4th C, and the later
half of the 6th C.
1912~ 1917 FLRERES NIcER

2S|M-13SM-228M-27SM-358W-36 M-
51 S -56 SM-57 SM-70SM-71 SM-72 3R -
73 881 - 202 B9 - 273 S| - 274 B« - 283 BM -

284 S|
1997 ~ 2014 FCREWE - BRSnIcEN

48|-5SW-6SW-10SM-128W-135NW-163M-
46 SW - 47 SW - 201 S|/ - 202 S - 203 SR -

284 S
List of the burial mounds that were excavated during
the Taisyo period.(1912-1917)
#2,13,22,27.35,36,51,56,57,70,71,72,73,202,273,274,
283,284

List of the burial mounds that were excavated during

the Heisei period.(1997-2014)
#4,5,6,10,12.13,16,46,47,201,202,203,284
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https://youtu.be/14lrrYDB_Ik
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Mound No.2 is a round tumulus having a
diameter of 21m and a height of 3m.

Swords and small knives, arrowheads,
beads were discovered in Taisho period
excavations from July 27 - Aug 3, 1915. The
excavation revealed that the mound had

paving stones.

BECEDSTA :

o ® FEBE (LEUE5%)
g * ™ 1877(88:8 10) ~ 1957 (K&f1 32) &
$ Ya% WEBEAYHT (JIELR 38 M)
5 CET 1912-1915( XEt - 4 ) EOHEME

| mEAzm
REMOXALHRBTRIC S -5

Joue Shibata
Assistant, Tokyo University

Participated in the surveys 1912,
1915
Pioneer of administration for
cultural assets protection
2EHURAICEWT, H7] - #8 - DESHEL REC (SERES ) HER LU SRR
Tumulus survey map, made by Hitoshi Harada (from Miyazaki)

The excavated arrangement found for
the beads, swords, and arrowheads
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https://youtu.be/HAOQnI38Urg
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Burial mound #13 was built 1600 ycars ago and had a surface that was once entirely convered with stones. After finishing the excavation and
studies into the burial mound, the exposed surface was covered by a layer of turf to reconstruct the original shape of the weathered burial mound.

The outside turf layer is also useful in that it protects the original burial mound surface. A 1:20 scale model of the excavated burial mound #13
ar arrangements within the entire

can be viewed next to the present day reconstructed burial. The surface stones on the burial show several line
laid first onto the burial surface to designate or to divide

stone matrix covering the burial. These linear stone arrangements may have been
specific areas on the mound which were then subsequently filled in with additional stones.

The impression of the burial construction was so magnificent that the ancient visitor to the site must have felt that the mounds were artificial and
\

not naturally occurring structures.




.l 3 %E Mound No.13
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1916( XIE5) £ 1 H4H~E 7 B. AMEREE - SEMICE D RIEWHE
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EXMMAFE2R.BEREEAORRD AFRABNETIORRD %R 1 A
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EERBEER|E. 1995~ 1997(FRR7~9) FICRIBAETEEREL .
MERFERZSCEEAI’RATEDLDNIEL=ZRBRTH S LY. RELEKT
FEOSSHNEIMrNTW I EHNBASHMCEDH U,

ERASIFERR=RS
58 e
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©
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WP OH KRR The excavation

o i £ total length

« ##F## diameter of the round portion
« # 8™ height of the round portion

« B 588, length of the square part

« B 8B#E width of the square part

Mound No.13 was constructed in second half of the 4th
century AD.

Mound No.13 is a keyhole-shaped burial mound having a
length of 79.4m and a height of 7.2m. A bronze mirror,

accessories (made of jade, jasper, glass) and arms were
discovered by excavation in 1916.

The Miyazaki Prefecture Board of Education had conducted
the excavation in 1995-1997. The excavation revealed that
the mound had a three-tiered construction with paving

stones. In addition, there were some ceramic jars found on
the mound.

EECBEDoIA -

REER R

(BwES E5U33)
1866( Wi 2) ~ 1934(RBH9) F
HBHEXPRR (XS S50 )
1916 (XiES5) FOWMEAESM
PELEHSE - WXFR - AR

Toraziro Naito (1866-1934)

Professor Kyoto University

Participated in the survey 1916

Early Modern History of China, Calligrapher

SE M

(WZKKUL D 3)

1875(#&8) ~ 1932(WBM7) ¥
HEBWEXLHER (WES 4 W)
1912-1914-1916

(XER - 3+ 5) FOREASM
BHEREOHROMEE

Ryu Imanishi (1875-1932)

Lecturer Kyoto University

Participated in the survey 1912, 1914, 1916
Pioneer of research on Korean ancient history
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https://youtu.be/_cprakvIOas
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22 SR \EI16M EE2.5mOABTY,

1913(XIE2) £4A18H~R 11 HO/MIc.
REREBICED. 35 SHOEIREWVWSHEED
LERBABETSI N, KR - 2% - FERKF - +
EhgsEA it LE U,

Mound No.22 is a round tumulus having
a diameter of 16m and a height of

2.5m.

Swords and arrowheads and earthen

pottery were discovered by excavation T e RN

in 1913. XA Ny
FRHC (EBRRES ) HDMERL . HFIEE
Tumulus survey map, made by Hitoshi Harada
(from Miyazaki)






https://youtu.be/gRoXTka0vTM

35 SR, 4R ICEESNIEH/RED
RIS #AS/TY,

1913 (XIE2) £4R18~A 11 H®
Bic. BRERBICIDRIERESNE L,
ZTORER. RABARICE VW TERBRTS
SHEIMHRERZ N, BT 28-S I8HEE -
AE - BE - LEHBREHSEELE U,

* iy #& total length
* #MAZE diameter of the ropnd portion
* 8™ height of the rov rtion 2 .
J TSI R R 1913 £WMERD 35 BMRr v F
Tumulus survey map, made by Hitoshi The sketch of the Mound No.35 in 1913
Harada (from Miyazaki)

FRERICSHEBHALTRLCHSD SN
A pipe (put scripture of Buddhism), kept
at the top of the burial mound and used

again in the Heian era

WEICBDSIEA

RE BB (EDVWbHw5%F3)

1870 (8574 3) ~ 1953 ( BBF1 28) 4
WRAHEARLINE (MELFF 43 )

1913 (XIiE2) FOWMEAEM

FE - BHEBLETANSE, EERPOWBETS

Ryuzo Torii (1870-1953)
Lecturer Tokyo University

Participated in the survey 1913

Specialized the investigation of anthropology

and archaeology in China and the Korean peninsula

HELEMOR T v F
The sketch of mirror excavated in 1913






https://youtu.be/-UkXUGPHe4w
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3 6 "=:_liE Mound No.3 6

36 SR /E 13m. 8& 2.2m OEETT,

1913(XIE2) F£4B1H~RE 11 HORIC.
REEBICED. 35 SHEOEREVWSHEEDS
CREBABTI N, BF - AEBAREIRERZh
FUl7o

Mound No.36 is a round tumulus having
a diameter of 13m and a height of 2.2m.
An axe and Sueki (earthen pottery)
were discovered by excavation in 1913.
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/, 362
gmggg EE - v

I?EEL_ ( sﬁh—dﬂ% ) 7J‘1‘Fﬁ£br.._ai!mﬂll
Tumulus survey map, made by Hitoshi Harada
(from Miyazaki)
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https://youtu.be/l_dLZ2NYpj4

46 SHEOET

46 SIEOETTIE. ZEEKRTHDIIEEDTSX
me. L —45 —EBCKIDHBBUIEEBORIRZ
KBULUFEULUE. 2. RROIERFEEFIEZENMNEAICED
ncuwxELED. BEclE. —ECESEEADHZ
ReEBLEUIKC.

We restored the three-tiered construction of
Mound No. 46 and the surrounding burial moat
which were revealed using ground penetrating
radar. The original mound was covered with
paving stones, but we restored only the double
base stones surrounding the lowest terrace.

theh | —4 —DBLR & EB D8
The results of the radar survey and restorations of the burial moat.
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https://youtu.be/WDs_rfYn9Ls

70 SiBilx. 72 SEOEAEICEIET S, BE
12.6m. 5 1.9m OHEBETY,

1913(XIE2) &£ 1 B 3H. EikRBsE-SPhRE -
=HBIcED,. 72 SEOBIREVWSBEDSL &
RiFFAEN. BEIPREESNEF UL, EPEE
HEULTWEEA

Mound No.70 is a round tumulus
having a diameter of 12.6m and a

height of 1.9m.
No relics were discovered by excavation

in 1913.

FHC (ZRRES ) DMEKR U IcHIER
Tumulus survey map, made by Hitoshi Harada

(from Miyazaki)
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7 2 %iE Mound No.7 2

72 SIRE. 4EHRICEES . HRARTY, BEESS. ERCIEE
BY¥YELET,

1912(XIEx) £ 128 25 H~ 1913(XE2) %£1 86H. SEEEE - BiR
B3SR - =08 - MEME - SFEEBECLOREFAEINE L. ZORE, *®
FIERDBEA SET]. ¥EMHSET] - 8 - HRBEWRH. ZL THHHS +
BHREEUE U, Fic. FIARBOBMEDL SR - SBH. BEBHSET - &

BHARERINhFEFUL,

- i & total length
* #FIE#E diameter of the round portion

* #F8® height of the round portion
* W58 % length of the square part

Sesenes

RUJ5 BB DI BENE IR O &
Structure of the burial in the square part of the

mound

R ERDIRBENE R D 138
Structure of the burial in the round portion of the

mound

REINICHLIMEWAET S MIEHR

Katsumi Kuroita surveying the excavated coffin

HimHh st UER
Mirror found from the coffin

WASBHEOREORR

The square part of the mound is shown adorned
paving stones
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https://youtu.be/iqpXNwamAf8
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https://youtu.be/4Z5Pg59PsGg
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The Bronze Mirror Haniwa Clay Ship Hariiwa Clay House
BERE L 1695 M1 RRE L IREATE

169 S+ : WA B 17 184

R EROBHCIY. B

SEmn/-fEE A RWOSFURMNTESUE.,
1996 GERET) EEASIZ. S MBORFLZERE A BT
CEBMMRBENTNES,

The Saitobaru Tomb Group (a Speclal Historic Site), spreading
over a wide area 2.6 km east-west by 4.2 km north-south, is among
the largest-scaled groups of ancient tombs (kofun) In the nation.
There are 31 keyhole-shaped mounds, 279 round and 1 square
mound, and subterranean chamber tombs showing the influence on
the one hand of the unique style of this tomb known for southern
Kyushu, together with that of simple passage tombs.

At the beginning of the Kofun period (the end of the 3" to start
of the 4' centuries), chieftains of several powerful groups began
making tombs around the periphery of this tableland.

In the first half of the 5%

century, as If uniting all of these
groups, the tombs Osahozuka (the largest mound In the Japanese

archipelago in the shape of a scallop shell). and Mesahozuka (the
largest keyhole-shaped mound in Kyushu) were built.

Over the period from 1912 to 1917, 30 tombs in this Broup were
excavated. Then preparation of the site as a historic park (Fudoki
no oka’) began in 1966, and through the cooperation of the
national, prefectural, and municipal governments together with
local citizens, the rich natural scenery and outstanding historic
landscape have been protected.

From the 1996 fiscal year, investigations and preparations of the

site for presentation to the public have been carried out to both
preserve and utilize this tomb group.
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Oni-no-lwaya Tumulus

6thicE ¥~ 7 HiCAIF

ROBELHE (206 i) (3. MEL_EORABEZEIHER
3’M. B 73MOMAET. ZEBEKDEBEEICERRIEHDY £BA.
HIEBETH—OMOLZBNRXEAEERHSE. ERZ#®A LT
RZPLHERENSIX. KEILERASNICEEZ ONDEKRETO. '
EB ZEEg (RIF). Tz W\ F) ZEMETL. 3E

LI EDEBEMSITONIEEEZEZIONET.
RBOBGLHEL. ARRGHEBOBRROERELEAONET.
HIEORFE. RIERMIBIE (2 //N\FHOIYEA) ICELL
B/, —BOSBEICE (BR) 2 >LEVWDERICEARXLT
WET,

o-Iwaya Tumulus, (burial #206), is 37 meters in diameter and has a
£ 7.3 meters. This burial mound has two surrounding moats and is

unusual in that it does not have any adorning stones on its surface.
The burial currently has an open stone chamber. Inside the stone chamber
iron nails which may have come from a wood coffin were discovered
during excavations. Several ironworks for horse riding were also found in
the chamber in addition to ceramic shards. This stone chamber is thought
to have been used to intern three different people at different times.
The last grave entombed in Oni- no-Iwaya is believed to be the grave of the
local ruler of the Saitobaru Ancient Burial Mounds.
The name of this tumulus comes from folklore and it talks of the ogre that
loved Princess Konohana Sakuya. Based on folklore tale, the ogre made

the stone chamber for his lost love in a one night.
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https://youtu.be/KUIiv-Uyzus

NEDEALREEBE/EARABESRAOL TV /BAHRHERCTIENXEELETIH—OHET. RROERODELEN TS video



https://youtu.be/JbJ7o7_hyFY
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https://youtu.be/vIG1FZnBsCw



https://youtu.be/RSKz1vp1qww
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https://youtu.be/tWw1_zlAk_M
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Recovery of the Stone Chamber

ROEGTHOBMNAXAZER. RELXZLCHPNTVEY. ERZANT
4 ~5SERICHRA LIF/-BmEEONICARICHEIT. XRHATE > TULEY.

BAZEOAVYOIICE, LB R/ FBEZATOELEDS, KOKKRICEST
LB ZRICEK Y, AEDRADPSEBESNBREORBRSSE>THELL.

TN, AZEDRIREEHE. AR EAZZEZXRROBEKICERIS_LZER
BMELIBRBIBERBLELL.

BEDREIV—2EES>T—DOIDOMY LTS SRBEL. 2R/ DR
EFRELELL. TR HECERZEICHZR/AIEL. ARLBEZHRE
HEFDEICEITLELL,

AZDKAEZ. RED/HIC 20cm REOELTZHEL. RMLERAL LS 5K
ROAREREZHWTERTLELL.

\

The stone chamber at the Oni-no-Iwaya tumulus has a tunnel entrance leading into a
stone room. Four to five layers of extremely large stones were used to make the ceiling.
The entrance to the chamber was recently covered by large trees in which the tree roots

were slowly destroying the integrity of the chamber walls.
For this reason the tree roots needed to be removed before the chamber walls and ceiling

could also be reconstructed for safety.

Each of the large ceiling stones were individually repositioned by a hydraulic crane
during which time the tree roots could also be extricated.

In order to protect the original chamber floor, 20 centimeters of top soil were added
along with small stones to make a resilient surface for the frequent visitors to the site.
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o fbe Largest Horizontal Stone Chamber in Southern Kyusyu

BEAXEZDREMBER The development view of the stone chamber

EEEAVERARORARGEETHD. GEOLE 12.4m. LE
(X2248 1.75m. #i#8 2.45m. BZ 4.90m. & 2.15mT3,
TBLEHEDEORET. UEREBTRICEMENEHEEE
ULTWBEHZEITER2.1m. BE1.0mEVWSKEXTT,
— VR ERA THECHUEBT 3TFESE FIHEMOE) OMARE
TEHBBRHATONTED. BERRHEBPEESHELES <O
BT BT ENERENTVET,

Oni-no-lwaya Tumulus has the Kinai-style horizontal stone

chamber consists of some huge rocks. The total length of the

entire chamber is 12.4 meters, and the inner space of the chamber
measures 4.9 meters in length, 1.75-2.45 meters in width, 2.15
meters in height. The stone chamber mainly consists of sandstone
boulders. The building stone used as the base in the innermost
wall of the chamber is the largest one which measures at least 2.1
meters in width, 1 meter in height. The stone chamber shares
many features such as construction method or design with the one
of Chibatake Tumulus which is a key-shaped tumulus located on
the opposite side of the Hitotsuse River.
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https://youtu.be/8osbYFYHkR8
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https://youtu.be/EkYG0vJurmM



https://youtu.be/gCVuovOsiXo
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https://youtu.be/j5aeBnewuLw
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https://youtu.be/yVNImUYcNgo
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https://youtu.be/VjTg5f0JdSE
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https://youtu.be/Wtd5uEoVoyk
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https://youtu.be/E3qiQvFjk50
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Tomb Sculpture (Haniwa): House with Smaller Houses
iR Be/suek B2 Fo| =3l

Found at Saitobaru Burial Mounds, Mivazaki
Kofun period, 5th century
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https://youtu.be/AsZaFWb9vDc
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Tomb Sculpture (Haniwa): Boat
HEEe fin/shd 2 ol

Found at Saitobaru Burial Mounds, Miyazaki
Kofun period, 5th century
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