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TEMPLE BELL (Important Cultural Proper ty of lwate Prefecture)

s i3 @ Banshikicho style bell cast in 1343 on the inttiative of Ralel. a priagt of the
husondi Kondikido . The bell stand has become hollow atter long years of striking.,
Ind thus the bell is no longer rung . The inscription on the bell SaYs that the temp\a
Ducing on top of the mountain was burned down in 1337 . This is also a valusble histonca)
Source for the period after the fall of the Oshu - Fuliwara famity
Its diameter Is 86 ¢ entimeters
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Motsi-ji Temple Precinot with Chinjusha (Tutelery Shrine) Remalns

BRI

£E9D25LTVRA
Mbtsu-ji Temple Garden

M6tsa-ji Temple was commissioned by the second
Oshu Fujiwara lord, Motahira:

In its heyday (according ta Azurna Kagami, the official
history of the Kamakura Shogunate), in addition to the
main hall EnryG-ji, there were forty lemples and
pagodas and over five hundred priests’ residences and
it was sald that the magnificence of Its halls was
unparalleled.

Toyama (Pagoda Mountain) rises behind the remains
of the 12th century temple complex of Enryji, Kado,
|6gy6d6 and Hokkedd while in frant is the Olzumigaike
(Great Spring Pond)

The original buildings have all been lost but their
earthen platforms and foundation stones have been
preserved in good condition so that it s possible to
imagine how the halls must have looked In the 12th
century which is why the site has been designated asa
Special Historic Site.

Motsa-ji Temple Garden, with Oizumigaike In the
center, Is very well known in Japan asa representative of
a Helan period Jodo Telen (Pure Land Garden) and thus
has been designated a Special Place of Scenic Beauty.
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Kaisandd (Founder's Hall)

Dedicated to Mats(-ji's purported founder Jikaku Daishi
Ennin (794-864), third head abbot of the Tendai sect
and the first reciplent of the titie 'Daishi’ ('great teacher)

Record of a Pligrimage to

ranked alongside Marco P

Marco Polp) and the Chine

among the worid's great travelogues
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Kashd-ji Temple Site
mmmmxm,mmmmmmmom
shogunate, Kasha-J was bogun by the second Fujiwara lord Motohira \
and compieted by his son Hidehira. However, based on evidsnce,
MMM.NMHM(mmmmMn
(B‘B&\)WWNWWMUOMMTN
rrircpal mvmumumm.m
mmmd&mﬂummhdmmnwan
Wummwmm7mmwmm
sunmmymmmwnmmmuvmdmm Fh
side, Images Iustrating the meaning of the Lotus Sutra were painted =,
on the interior walls and doors.
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Lecture Hall Site

| The principal Image of this hall was the cosmic
! Buddha Dainichi Nyorai (Vairocana). In addition
§ tolectures on Buddhist law and principles, the
Y esoteric Buddhist abhiseka Initiation ritual for
Tohdku (north-eastern Japan) was held here.
34 foundation stones remain from this hall which
was 5 bays (19.1m) wide and 4 bays (15.1m)
deep. The original building was reconstructed
| once but destroyed again by fire In 1573,
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Kondd Enryi-ji Temple Site (former Main Hall
A torple of Imperiel vow (for the sslvation and paace of empercr
mnm)wmwmmmnmm
Azuma Kagami, the atficial istory of the Kamakura shogunata,
recards that Kondd Enryi-ji was ‘urparalicled in all the land'. The
principal image was & statue of Yakushi Nyorsl (the Buddha of
Hﬂng)wmommUr*an-mmnllmw
qu)Mﬁnmmrﬂhmmmmmcw
du.uxmum:mnmlmmnth-mad
one was 8 balfry and st the other, 8 Sutra repository.

Kondd Enry(jl was destroyed by fire n 1228
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: L . Belfry

b . - Rebuilt in 1975 by Living National
; . ; Treasure Katori Masahiko and signed
by Tendai sect abbot Yamada Etai
The style of the belfry is reminiscent
of that of the Bydd&-in of Uji. The bell
rings with a deep, beautiful tone.
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JOgyddd (Circumambulation Hall)

The principal image Is a crowned Amida Nyoral
(Mehavairocana). Deep Inside the hall there is
also a ‘hidden' statue of Matarajin, a deity of
agricultural fertility. Every January 20 the
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Former Circumambulation and Lotus Hall Sites

Facing the site, on the right was the former Circumambulation Hall
measuring 5 bays (15.4m) on each side. The slightly smaller Lotus
Hall was slso 5 bays (11.8m) square. The two halls were connected
by & corridor. The foundation stones of the Lotus Hall survive in situ,
but there are only traces of the foundations of the Circumambulation
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Eastern Gate Site
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Museum ‘- b
Built in 1977 of reinforced concrete. This museum ? M
: \

displays Buddhist statues, documents, crafts,

archaeological relics, and survey materials, : .

as well as equipmant and costumes for the Ennen

no Mal longevity rites, handed down through the
3 generations, by the monks of MGtsi-ji Temple.

The previous museum has been converted into
the Kalzandt Hall.
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